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Why do we need need 
Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise (IHE) ?

� Healthcare data communication standards are written to support a wide 
range of healthcare situations and include many optional features.  
Different suppliers implement different features � hence interoperability 
problems

� IHE is a not-for-profit organisation that enables healthcare IT system 
users and IT suppliers to work together to obtain clinical interoperability 
by selecting existing standard features to fit the IT requirements for 
specific clinical tasks

� Annual test sessions allow suppliers to show that their software can 
interoperate with three other supplier systems

� IHE-UK provides guidance on the use of IHE specifications in the UK 
and creates extensions to the global specifications if these are essential 
to support UK needs.
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What is Interoperability?

� It means that my systems work properly
� Something everyone wants
� Something the salesman says you will get
But�just saying: 

�I want Interoperability for my systems�
is like saying: 

�I want my system to behave the way I want  
� but I�m not telling you exactly what that is�

� Like saying �Give me a good meal�
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Getting interoperability

� If I say �give me steak and chips� then I am more 
likely to get what I want than just saying �give me 
a good meal�

� BUT you may think I mean � Rare filet steak and 
French Fries�

� WHEN I am thinking �Well cooked rump steak with 
frozen crinkle chips�

� We are not interoperating
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Obtaining Interoperability

Instead of saying �I want interoperability�
say:

�I want my new system to support this specific clinical task using 
data which has specific meaning. 

It needs to do the following:
1. Accept specific data from that system and 
2. Process the data in this particular way and 
3. Produce results in this way� 

� Good chance of getting it
� Can be specified in a purchase contract
� This is where IHE specifications can be really useful

8

IHE Integration Profiles

� An IHE Integration Profile describes a specific clinical task 
and a mandatory subset of the provisions of existing 
standards to provide IT support for the task

� The IHE web site shows suppliers that have passed 
Integration Profile tests

� Supplier web sites show which products support IHE profiles

� Purchasers can buy products from different suppliers that will 
work as specified by the IHE Integration Profiles
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Global Development:
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Cardiology,
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Structure of IHE-UKBritish Computer 
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The IHE Methodology

Document Use Case 
Requirements

Identify available 
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